Megan Cunnison
Chicago, IL | (805)844-0015 | mcunnison@luc.edu

EDUCATION
	Loyola University Chicago M.S. Environmental Science and Sustainability 
Keller Lab, Research Track Master’s Candidate 
Advisor: Reuben Keller
GPA: 4.0	Comment by Cunnison, Megan: Should I include GPA?

University of California, Davis, B.S. Environmental Science and Management
Major Track: Ecology, Conservation and Biodiversity 
Minor in Wildlife, Fish and Conservation Biology
GPA: 3.81
	August 2024-Present



           
                   June 2023

	
	


Relevant Coursework: 
Freshwater Ecology, Water Science and Management, Metagenomics, Population Biology, Invertebrate Biology and Lab, Restoration Ecology and Lab, Conservation Biology, Limnology, Advanced GIS, Remote Sensing, Behavioral Ecology, Wildlife Ecology

SKILLS	Comment by Cunnison, Megan: Don’t want skills to just be repeating what’s said in research experience	Comment by Cunnison, Megan:   Fish, invertebrate, macrophyte, and mammal identification
·       Designing primers and probes
·       Optimizing qPCR protocols  
·       Extracting DNA from plant and filter samples
·       Collecting DNA samples via filters and glue tape
·       Fish, invertebrate, macrophyte, and mammal identification
·       Environmental data collection
·       Wilderness First Aid and CPR certified 
·       Navigating trailers, jet boats, rafts, and kayaks 
·       ArcGIS, R, NCBI Blast, Geneious and Exce
· ArcGIS, R, NCBI Blast, Geneious, CFX Maestro, and Excel
· Genetic sample collection
· Fish, invertebrate, macrophyte, and mammal identification
· Capture, handling, and tagging of salmonids 
· Open water SCUBA certified
· Wilderness First Aid and CPR certified

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
	Master’s Student, Loyola University Chicago
	August 2024-Present


Study starry stonewort (Nitellopsis obtusa) invasion in Chicago’s Lake Michigan harbors. 
· Design and optimize a species-specific environmental DNA assay for starry stonewort 
· Conduct SCUBA surveys to record starry stonewort presence and growth form
· Maintain sterility while collecting filter samples, extracting DNA, and performing qPCR 
· Use the developed environmental DNA assay to test samples collected from 10 of Chicago’s harbors 
· Mentor undergraduate students who assist with research
· Assist on other lab member’s projects by drawing blood from crayfish and deploying crayfish traps

	Fisheries Technician, Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission
	December 2023-August 2024


Installed and operated rotary screw traps on the American and Stanislaus rivers to monitor the passage of out-migrating juvenile Chinook salmon.
· Handled, anesthetized, and collected fin clips from endangered salmonids 
· Identified a variety of freshwater fish 
· Collected environmental data on water velocity, temperature, dissolved oxygen, and turbidity 
· BBY stained or VIE tagged Chinook to run capture efficiency studies on the rotary screw traps 
· Navigated busy streets with trailer and shallow river conditions in 14-foot jet boat 

	Research Technician, Oregon State University
	August 2023-December 2023


Installed and maintained hair snares throughout the Rogue-Siskiyou National Forest to estimate the abundance and distribution of ESA listed Humboldt martens. 
· Followed protocols for snare setting, genetic sample collection, camera trapping, Field Maps record keeping, and Excel sample cataloging
· Hiked independently to sites through dense vegetation and steep terrain using GPS navigation
· Collaborated with field team and ODFW to write a report summarizing the field season 
· Stayed involved with the project by processing camera trap data on Wildlife Insights through March 2024

	Undergraduate Researcher, Lusardi Freshwater Ecology Lab, UC Davis
	January 2023-August 2023


Assisted on a variety of freshwater ecology and conservation projects with a focus on salmonid ecology. 
· Collected and processed macroinvertebrate samples from the Klamath river to monitor the effects of dam removal on macroinvertebrate community assemblage
· Installed and retrieved data from dissolved oxygen loggers in Pescadero Lagoon to study the cause of steelhead kills occurring annually
· Performed snorkel surveys on Walker Creek to estimate Coho and Steelhead population sizes and the effectiveness of restoration projects on the watershed
· Assisted with electro-fishing projects, PIT tagging, data recording, and organization of sample inventory 

	Student, Chile Social-Ecology Sustainability Program
	September 2022-Decemeber 2022


· Learned and practiced field methods for studying social-ecological systems, including camera trapping and surveying local stakeholders
· Researched and proposed an approach to human-wildlife coexistence and conservation in agricultural landscapes in the Araucanía region

OTHER EXPERIENCE
	Guide, American River Touring Association, Merlin OR
	May 2021-September 2022


· Guided clients down class (I-IV) rapids on the Wild and Scenic section of the Rogue River for 4 to 6 days 
· Educated clients on the ecology, geology, history, and conservation of the Rogue River 
· Adapted to emergency situations, broken gear, changing conditions, and client’s needs

	Land Programs Student Manager and Guide, Outdoor Adventures 
	March 2021-June 2023


· Taught wilderness, winter, and rock-climbing guide schools focusing on risk-management, navigation, soft skills, leave no trace principles, emergency protocols, and leadership
· Researched locations, permitting, transportation, gear, conditions, and meal plans
· Communicated trip scheduling and logistics with guides and participants 
· Lead rafting, backpacking, hiking, and snowshoeing trips 

  PRESENTATIONS
	Illinois Lake Management Association, Wauconda IL
	July 30, 2025


· Lead point of discission on starry stonewort identification, research, and management 
	Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference, Fort Wayne IN
	Planned January 2026 


· Present thesis research on starry stonewort in Chicago’s Lake Michigan harbors studied via SCUBA surveys and development of an environmental DNA assay 	Comment by Cunnison, Megan: Should I include this? Is it wrong to do this without a confirmation that they accepted my abstract as a presentation?


	
	



